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Abstract: North China and its adjacent areas are major centres of 20th century agricultural transformation in
China. Obvious changes in agricultural technology were evident, partly driven by Western learning spreading to
the East. Alfalfa is a major forage crop in North China and its adjacent areas (Hebei, Chahar, Beiping, Tian-
jin, Henan, Shanxi, Suiyuan, Shandong and Northern Jiangsu), and played an important role in this agricul-
tural development. The article synthesises textual criticism of agriculture-related works and scientific informa-
tion from modern research, to understand the evolution of the cultivation and utilization of alfalfa in North Chi-
na and adjacent regions in the modern times. We found that Qi Ru-shan examined the dialectal rendition of al-
falfa in North China, and noted that alfalfa was often read as Kisu, rather than Muxu. According to our incom-

plete examination of the records, alfalfa was planted in 72 counties (offices and districts) in North China in re-
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cent years. Shandong had the highest count (27 Counties), followed by Hebei (19 Counties), and Shanxi (11
Counties). These three Provinces account for 78% of the total records. Because alfalfa has been cultivated in
the region for more than a millennium, some local varieties have emerged, including ‘Jinnan’, ‘Weixian’,
‘Wudi’ and ‘Huaiyin’, among others. In order to facilitate alfalfa planting in North China, the government
has also created a number of policies to encourage alfalfa planting. Alfalfa has a growth pattern well suited to
the climate in the North China region, and is both fed to livestock during the growing season and conserved as
hay. When young, alfalfa is also suitable for human consumption. Alfalfa also plays an important role in the
improvement of land with saline or alkaline soils, especially in the Shandong saline soil reclamation area and
Northern Jiangsu saline soil reclamation areas. Alfalfa is normally cultivated by sowing seed in a well prepared
seed bed of fine tilth. Once established, it is typically cut three times a year, with a sickle bar mower. Alfalfa
stands can persist for more than 10 years, but stand longevity is reduced by waterlogging.
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Table 1 Distribution of modern alfalfa in North China and adjacent areas

# M Province 1 [X Region

£2I5 /K Chahaer 2z B 3k db B Z 4k B Huaian County, Zhangbei County, Xuanhua County

JtF Beiping JLF-FE 5% i X B Beiping Southern suburbs, Shunyi County

K #Ht Tianjin #itF £ Jinghai County

74t Hebei BREEL M RS BT (IS0 AR R CE B EE R R PR R K E R S B R R S

H OB BHE JEE K& B Yangyuan County, Jingzhou, Shenze County, Qinyu City (Shanhaiguan), Leting County,
Jin County, Luyi County, Wei County, Guangping County. Jing County, Xushui County, Xincheng County, Baixiang

County, Shulu County, Jiaohe County, Ba County, Wei County, Qingyuan County, Daming County

i ® Henan 1 (ARG VP 1% 7 H Tongguan (Henan) , Yuxi, Luoning County

11175 Shandong B £ R UREEE I E B R R CE R M (BAE B R R O AR P ED I X DX T
SR GER A SRR EE SHEDL BRE EE FEE RME A B E Ling County, Qihe County,
Laoling County, Linyi County, Shanghe County, Huimin Region ( Yangxin County, Huimin County, Wudi County,
Zhanhua County, Boxing County), Liaocheng Region, Heze Region, Ningjing County, Jinxiang County, Linging County,
Jinan County, Qidong County, Shen County, Gaomi County, Changle County, De County, Xiajing County, Laiyang
County, Jiyang County, Jiaoao County

175 Shanxi R R CE P E A EL TS B R R AR EEE A RE KA B EIE Qinyuan County. Jingzhong
Region, Jinnan Basin, Huoshan, Yuxiang County, Linjin County, Xinjiang County, Xiangyuan County, Jiexiu County,

Taigu County, Yicheng County
2% 3% Suiyuan B2 5F E L BEHS5T L IE KT Salagi County, Salaqi. Qingshuihe Ting

FJb X Subei region VRBHE HEK E A L H#ER] B Suyang County, Lianshui County, Pizhou, Huaiyin County
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